P. G. Lowery (1869-1942)
Elected 1996

Perry George Lowery was born in 1869 in Kentucky, and died in Cleveland,
Ohio on December 15, 1942. He was the first African-American to
graduate from Boston's New England Conservatory of Music. A brilliant
cornetist, he spent his entire career performing with and leading
sideshow and other bands, in the days when segregation prohibited black
performers from working alongside whites. Merle Evans greatly admired
Lowery, and engaged him to lead the Ringling Bros. Barnum & Bailey
sideshow band from 1920 to 1931. Lowery was associated with several
other circuses, and was highly regarded throughout the music community.

For more information on P. G. Lowery, read the book “Showman,” reviewed
in this issue of Circus Fanfare (p. 19)

This photo shows the Ringling Bros.
Barnum & Bailey sideshow band in 1520,
P. G. Lowery, bandmaster. Lowery is seen
in the top row, 5th from left.

This photo was given by Merle Evans to Doug MaclLeod
and is now in the Doug MacLeod archives at the C.
L. Barnhouse Co. On the back of the photo in Merle's
handwriting (written in green ink, as was Merle's cus-
tom) it is labeled “P. G. Lowery Band.” Lowery is in the
front row, 4th from left. It is likely the RBB&B sideshow
band in the late 1920's, given the size of the band.
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P. G. Lowery was well respected by
many in the music world, including
several famous musicians.

Pianist and ragtime composer Scott Joplin (below) and Lowery
became acquainted around 1901, while Lowery was leading
the Forepaugh and Sells sideshow band, and programming
Joplin music. Joplin reciprocated by dedicating his rag “A
Breeze From Alabama” to Lowery, whose photo was featured
on the cover of the piano edition.
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FRED JEWELL

MARCH
To P. G. Lowery

High and Mighty

Copyright MCMXVII by The Fillmore Bros. Co,, Cin. O,
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